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SUDJECTs Minister Heathts Comments August 27, 1951, on the /
. National Intclligonee Estimate regarding Probeblo A
Developmonts in Indoching = NIE-35 :
i 35/— / }
*The Bmbassy enclosed, for the Departmentis informatiem, ¢ -

a momorandum prepered by the United States Minister to the
Associated Stotes, Mr, Donald Heath, containing his coments on the
Nationsl Intellipemoo Estimite entdtlods W“Probeble Dovelopmonts
in Indochine during the Remainder of 1951%, publishod on Aupust

7, 1951, This Estimate wns shown to Minister Heoth during his
visit to Paris om reuto to Woshington in connection with the viait
to the United States of Generol de Iatire de Tassigny, Fronch Igh
 Coarmissioner end Commander-ineChief of the French Forces in the
Far Engt, | .

David Druse

Enclosures
Memorondun prepared by
Minister Heath,® ‘

WMERIORANDUM

CMEMS (F MINISTER DQUALD R, HEATH QI NIE-35¢
"PRODADLE DEVELOPHTITES INY INDOGHINA
DURING THE REMAINDER OF 1951M

I sgres with the conclusions of the referencs paper and parti-
cularly with the £ingl estimate that direct Ohinese Communist inter-
vonticn in Indochinn is unlikely to osour during the remainder of
1951, The possihdlity of early intorvention, hovever, vhile me -
likely during the next few months, should not be entirely ruled cut,

Par. 5.0f popep. I quecation the gtatement that French suo=
ceases during the perdod sinco Genarol de lettre ngsumed command
sre in pert dus to "(e) the arrival of French reinforcementa” or
®(d) the inexperience at larpe-goale werfare of the Vet Minh gusire
rilias,® As for as I am awore, no reinforcements of French Union
forces have yot arrivod from France, only replocementa. Oertainly
this $5 tho frst time I hove heard the statenent that the operas
tions mdertoken by the Viet Minh guerrillas dring the past ten
months £atled because of tholr inexperience in largo-sealo twmrfare, ‘
The Viet Minh attacks were shrewily plomned and enmergeticolly exe- 70
outed, Do lattre is of the opinion that thowpexotion acadngh. was. =02
Vinh«Yen was plamed by Eurcpean officers, Review of s Gociiies i ‘ ' 25X 1
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I balieve that the estimate that 10,000 Ghinese personnel. :
have hoen infiltroted into the Viet Minh 1s someubal excessive, _1 £
The Freneh have no exnet intellipenco on this point but at a f
Fronch steff breiofing in Nime tho nurber was placed an "in excess
of 5,000,%

2. 6. The statements that the slounesa of develepment of

Xy
- the Vietnamese Govermment is in part due to ¥{a) French reluctence
to relinouish ultimate control of politienl and o atfolra¥
-4r-ist Nam, 48 not gy, ~Thder de Lattre, Interventlon in
a $1F05T affnirs bos been limited, and tho Fronch cannob
be asaid to be excreising ultimnte control of escnanic affairs beyond
the fact that they ere heavily subeidizing the malntononco and
aqulpment of the new Viet Nam nationol sruy, snd supperidng the
exchango rate of the plaster.

Por, &, Presont plong eall for the ex:mmian of the Vie‘t
Nem nrmy to 120,000 men, not %o 100,000,

. While in the past there have been differcnces of op.’mion b
tueen the Victnomese Qovermment and the Fremch over control of the
Viet Nom ermy, ﬂ;am is no such conflict ot the presemt time,

Por. 9. The statements %ve are unsble to determine whether
. the Viet Minh is actually looing any of lis popular appeal® is sure
yriaing, I do not bellewe thot any mrmmd observer trmﬂ.a dany
tha'tin%hepaat twelvemnths thers hos lLaor. atal LY £
decline in i D, ity-of-dhe . Tiet. Minh,

By 1b, With regard to the estimote that 100,000 Chineso
Commmist troope could now be mode awvnilable and logietically sup-
ported for invesion of Indochina, I believe that Genernl de Latirefs
estimate 1s that o meximm of 150,000 Chinese troops co Olfime .
ployad In The Tonign e,

SECRET

Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000020001-6



